
Food and Ag Code: Bees 
 
ARTICLE 4. Registration and Identification of Apiaries [29040 - 29056] 
  ( Article 4 added by Stats. 1987, Ch. 1404, Sec. 2. ) 
 
29040. 
   
Every person that is the owner or is in possession of an apiary which is 
located within the state, on the first day of January of each year, shall 
register the number of colonies in each apiary which is owned by the 
person and the location of each apiary. Every person required to register 
under this article, shall do so on the first day of January of each year in 
which they maintain, possess, or are in possession of an apiary, or within 
30 days thereafter, as prescribed in this article. 
(Added by Stats. 1987, Ch. 1404, Sec. 2.) 

29042. 
   
Every person who moves bees into the state or otherwise comes into 
possession of an apiary that is located within the state after the first day of 
January, shall register the name of the owner and the number and location 
of colonies moved into the state or so acquired within 30 days after coming 
into possession of the apiary. 
(Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 320, Sec. 1. (AB 2468) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

29043. 
   
Registration of an apiary shall be filed with the commissioner of the county 
in which the apiary is located, or with the director if there is no 
commissioner in the county. The director shall adopt a form of registration 
to be used statewide, which shall include a request for notification of use of 
pesticide in accordance with Section 29101. All commissioners shall use the 
same form. 
(Added by Stats. 1987, Ch. 1404, Sec. 2.) 

29044. 
   
Each beekeeper, apiary owner, apiary operator, or person in possession of 
any apiary, shall pay, in addition to any other fees imposed under this 
chapter, an annual registration fee of ten dollars ($10) to the commissioner 
of the county where the bees reside on January 1, to cover the cost of 
apiary registration. The director shall by regulation adopt and periodically 
update a schedule of the fees, which shall include late fees for anyone who 
fails to register an apiary under Sections 29041 and 29042. The board of 
supervisors of any county may waive the registration fee for any 



beekeeper, apiary owner, apiary operator, or person, who is a hobbyist not 
in the business of beekeeping and who possesses nine or fewer colonies. 
(Amended by Stats. 1992, Ch. 146, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 1993.) 

29045. 
   
It is unlawful for a person to maintain any apiary that is not registered 
pursuant to this article. Each registration is valid until January 1 of the 
following year. 
(Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 320, Sec. 2. (AB 2468) Effective January 1, 2019.) 

 
§ 6654. Notification to Beekeepers. 
(a) Each person intending to apply any pesticide toxic to bees to a blossoming plant 
shall, prior to the application, inquire of the commissioner, or of a notification service 
designated by the commissioner, whether any beekeeper with apiaries within one mile 
of the application site has requested notice of such application. 
(b) If the person performing pest control is advised of a request for notification, he or 
she shall notify the beekeeper, at least 48 hours in advance of the application, of the 
time and place the application is to be made, the crop and acreage to be treated, the 
method of application, the identity and dosage rate of the pesticide to be applied and 
how the person performing pest control may be contacted by the beekeeper. This time 
may be increased or decreased by the commissioner, or by a agreement of both the 
beekeeper and the person performing the pest control work. 
(c) This section shall apply statewide. However, from March 15 through May 15 in a 
citrus/bee protection area, if there are conflicts between the provisions of this section 
and those of section 6656, section 6656 shall prevail. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 29102, Food and Agricultural Code. Reference: Section 
29102, Food and Agricultural Code 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


